
Each year, the average Canadian consumes 4.4Kg (approx. 9.5lbs.) of turkey
20.4 million turkeys are slaughtered in Canada annually to satisfy our demand. Today’s turkeys have been bred to produce an abnormal amount of breast meat and to reach slaughter size at the accelerated rate of 13-16 weeks. 40 years ago the average was 32 weeks to reach slaughter size. This unnatural rate of growth results in chronic pain, degenerative hip disorders, broken bones, and respiratory and cardiovascular diseases. The natural lifespan of a turkey is 10 years.
Housing
Turkeys are packed by the tens of thousands into windowless barns that resemble warehouses. Each turkey gets 1-4 square feet of space, depending on target slaughter size. Each barn can contain up to 25,000 birds. This density inhibits natural instincts such as foraging for food and exploration. As the barns fill up with feces, the air becomes filled with ammonia fumes, dust, bacteria, and fungal spores. Overcrowding also results in foot-pad lesions and other painful skin conditions.

Mutilations
Frustrated by overcrowding, turkeys become aggressive and fight with each other. Giving them more space would reduce aggression. However, it would also reduce profit. Instead, the industry recommends cutting off the turkeys’ beaks and toes so that they don’t kill each other when they fight. Turkey beaks are filled with sensitive nerve endings and de-beaking is an extremely painful process. Their toes are cut back to the first knuckle without anesthesia. These mutilations result in chronic pain and difficulty eating and walking. Some turkeys die of starvation when de-beaked.

Breeding
Because turkeys have been bred to be so large, they can no longer mate normally. Domestic turkeys have not been able to breed naturally since the 1950s. Now, all breeding is accomplished through artificial insemination. 

At the “tom house” workers spend their entire day grabbing and holding male turkeys to extract semen through a process called “milking.” At the “hen house” the inseminators spend their day 

“breaking” hens.

One “breaks” a hen by holding her breast down, legs down, tail up so that her cloaca or “vent” opens. This makes it easier for the inseminator to insert the tube and deliver a “shot” of semen. The toms are milked once or twice a week until they are about 64 weeks old, by which time they can weigh up to 80 lbs. The hens are inseminated usually once, sometimes twice a week, for about a year.

—Jim Mason, “Inside a Turkey Factory”
Turkeys – who are naturally inclined towards friendliness – become extremely frightened of the workers after enduring the rough handling at the breeding barns.
...The essence of Thanksgiving does not lie in eating a turkey but in gathering together with your family, loved ones, and friends to give thanks and appreciate mercies both big and small. We can do that as easily over mashed yams and stuffed squash or meatless “turkey” entrees as we can over the carcass of a roasted bird.
—Gene Baur, 

Farm Sanctuary

Slaughter
Turkeys are roughly loaded and transported in trucks to slaughter.

During loading, workers grab the turkeys by a wing or leg and throw them into crates and pack them into trucks. While being unloaded at the slaughterhouse, the turkeys often endure forced amputations when aggressively pulled while their feet are lodged in the crates. They are hung upside down by shackles, then run through an electric bath for stunning and a scalding tank for de-feathering. The recommended Codes of Practice suggest that turkeys be rendered unconscious prior to slaughter, but in practice this is poorly done and many birds are scalded alive in the de-feathering tank. The speed at which the slaughter line runs means that mistakes are common and turkeys often die a painful death.

What you can do
The simplest and easiest way to help animals is to go vegan. Visit our website for links to resources on  living a compassionate lifestyle.

Support the turkeys at Farm Sanctuary

Farm Sanctuary’s Adopt-A-Turkey Project  seeks to end the misery of commercially-raised turkeys by offering a compassionate alternative for Thanksgiving. Since 1986, Farm Sanctuary has rescued more than 1,000 turkeys, placed hundreds into loving homes through their annual Turkey Express adoption event, educated millions of people about their plight, and provided resources for a cruelty-free holiday. For a one-time $30 donation, anyone can sponsor turkeys residing at Farm Sanctuary.
To adopt a turkey, visit 

adoptaturkey.org

For more information 

and resources, visit

LiberationBC.org

